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By Marcus Power

A GROUP of fledgling technology
companies is creating waves at the
University of Ballarat Technology
Park.

From online marketing, to social
networking to flight simulation
technology, the businesses have a
promising commercial future, the
park’s director of business devel-
opment Mal Vallance said.

Mr Vallance said 30 small busi-
nesses now operated from the
park, with plans for further expan-
sion also in place.

“We’ve got 1350 people we work
with every day. That brings in
something like $80 million in
household income into Ballarat
every year,” Mr Vallance said.

“So it’s a pretty important con-
tributor to the economic and social
well-being of this area.”

One of the enterprises, T Garage,
recently set up Vibe Village, an

Vibe Village is a first in
Australia and there is really
nothing like it around the
world.

online community where pro-
ducers and consumers interact to
discuss products.

“T Garage was started as we
believed there was a more efficient
and effective means to engage
consumers in the process of a
branded discussion than the tra-
ditional mechanism of an advertis-
ing monologue,” T Garage director
William Saxton said.

He said the most powerful way
to engage consumers around
brands was through interactive
dialogue, and Vibe Village allowed

HIGH TECH: University of Ballarat Technology Park is fostering several local IT businesses. From left, director of
the Technology Park Mal Vallance with owners of Vibe Village Roger Lowe and William Saxton and AVT director David

Howe.

consumers to pass to friends their
experience of a product.

“Vibe Village is a first in Australia
and there is really nothing like it
around the world.”

Another business with signifi-
cant prospects is GoGofrog, which
has developed a 3D social net-
working tool.

“Like Facebook or MySpace,
GoGofrog users can build a
webspace where they can post

pictures (and) ... keep in touch
with friends and family via text,
voice and video communications,”
GoGofrog chief operating officer
Mark Willoughby said.

“Unlike regular social network-
ing sites though, this all done in 3D
so that users can build and decor-
ate a virtual room that others can
visit,” he said.

“So instead of looking at the
internet, you are in the internet
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which is a completely different
experience.”

Meanwhile, a third enterprise at
the park, Advanced VTOL technol-
ogies (AVT), provides the Austra-
lian Defence Force and foreign
defence forces with important
safety technology.

“AVT is developing a new Mari-
time helicopter Aid (MHA) to im-
prove safety, operational effective-
ness and usage monitoring for
helicopters operating from ships,”
AVT director David Howe said.
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520 SKIPTON STREET, CORNER DRUMMOND STREET SOUTH

Under instructions from

area approx.

205m2. Zoned mixed use.

>

Prominent corner position with outstanding exposure,
open plan retail area, 3 cool rooms, work area, office,
storage area with roller door access and toilet. Land

A rare

opportunity to purchase a property with unlimited
potential for any retail/commercial application (STCA).
Terms: 10% Deposit, Balance 60 Days

AUCTION: Saturday, September 13th @ 12 Noon
Further details and leaflets from Auctioneers

COLISEUM WALK, BRIDGE MALL
Excellent location with tremendous passing foot
traffic ensuring great exposure. Approx. 58m’
with R/C air conditioning, adjacent to major free
car park. Join the many established businesses
already in this prime retail area. Available now.

$275 pw + GST + O/G’s

12.2%
NET RETURN

Shop and residence in country
town. - Wimmera.

Currently leased to long term
tenant as pharmacy.

Zoned township.
Returning $4914 p.a.

A great first time investment with
potential for the future.

$40,000

RETAIL/OFFICE - BALL NORTH
Approx. 70m?, open plan with private
office staff area and toilet plus heating/air
conditioning. In prominent position with
good exposure and ample onsite parking.
Ideal for many uses.

$185 pw + GST + O/G’s

BUSTLING BRIDGE MALL
Refurbished with R/C airconditioning and
new ceilings. Great location with much
passing pedestrian traffic. Adjoins many
established and national businesses. Suit
many uses. Approx 90m?.

$290 pw + GST + O/G’s
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A FURTHER SELECTION
RETAIL

MAIN RD - 100m? $330 pw
BRIDGE MALL - 253m*  $1538 pw
STURT ST - 60m* $325 pw/| |
OFFICE
LYDIARD ST - 210m? $320 pw
MAIN RD - 100m? $260 pw
STURT ST - 48m? $83 pw
PEEL ST - 65m? $150 pw
STORAGE
RING RD - 30m*-60m* From $22 pw
AR A [)
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KENNEDY’S DVE, DELACOMBE

In rapidly developing estate, five already

leased with three still available. Each
approx. 216m* with internal office.
3 phase power and twin roller doors and
ample parking.

$230 pw + GST + O/G’s

WHAT A GAME: Dr Matthew Nlcholson with a copy of his new book A National
Game: The History of Australian Rules Football about AFL footy.

Book looks

THE AFL’S push to bring Australian
Rules Football to the Gold Coast
and Western Sydney is nothing new.

That’s the view of Dr Matthew
Nicholson, associate professor of
sports management at the Univer-
sity of Ballarat and co-author of a
new book detailing the rise of
football.

A National Game: The History of
Australian Rules Football examines
the growth of the game from its
origins in suburban Melbourne to
its status as the most watched and
one of the most played sports in
Australia.

Australian Rules celebrated its
150th anniversary this month, with
the first recorded game having
taken place in Richmond parkland,
near the modern day MCG, in 1858.

Dr Nicholson said from the very
beginning, its players and admini-
strators had a missionary zeal for
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at AFL rise

spreading the ‘“‘greatest game in the
world”.

“There’s always been this kind of
evangelical fervour about Australian
football,” Dr Nicholson said.

“They tried to promote it to New
Zealand (and) to South Africa.”

And while contemporary debates
rage over who is the greatest of Gary
Ablett junior and Chris Judd, the
book’s cover depicts a player who
might have topped both stars.

It shows Haydn Bunton, mid
stride, with a ball as big as a
watermelon tucked under one arm.

He won three Brownlow medals
in VFL, three Sandover medals in
Western Australia, and then um-
pired, coached and played in the
South Australian National Football
League.

“At the time WA, SA and Victorian
football were on a fairly even par, so
essentially he won six Brownlow
medals.”

www.thecourier.com.au.



